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meddled with things above our reach and capacity; we have not done otherwise than the Samaritan woman, who out of her faith did but touch the hem of Christ's garment; for which Christ did not blame her, but said that her faith had saved her. And I hope when the king shall be rightly informed, he will, seeing our humility, love, and care for his honour, encourage us to proceed."
But it was impossible to fc rightly inform " a man who was wholly wrong-headed. And the apologetic petition on which the House agreed was met with another scolding message because it referred to freedom of speech in Parliament as " an ancient and undoubted right." Thereupon arose fresh debate, and an attempt of the King to explain his position. " The plain truth is/' he wrote, " that we cannot with patience endure our subjects to use such antimonarchical words to ns concerning their liberties, except they had subjoined that they were granted unto them by the grace and favour of our predecessors/'' But, " as for his intention/' he added that he had neither purpose nor desire to infringe on their privileges. He was, or seemed to be, quite incapable of understanding that in some cases title may be of more importance than actual possession. On the other hand, the Commons felt that to allow the treatment of their liberties as a matter of royal grace would be political suicide for themselves, and a paralysis of the constitution at a vital crisis of its growth.
They therefore went into committee of the whole House " to consider of privileges/' And notwithstanding assurances <c full of oil/' as Sir Thomas Crewe said, concerning the gracious intentions of their Sovereign, they held an unusually late sitting* for the purpose of .drawing up and entering on their journals a solemn protestation of their constitutional rights. In this protest they asserted, as the " ancient and undoubted birthright and inheritance of the subjects of England, full freedom for parliamentary discussion, in any order commending itself to their own discretion, of all arduous and urgent affairs concerning the king, state, and defence of the realm, and of the Church of England, and the making and maintenance of laws, and redress of mischiefs and grievances." The immediate result of this proceeding was that the King demanded the journals of the House, as a schoolmaster might order up a peccant exercise book, and in the presence of his council, with his own hand plucked out'the
* Dec. 18, 1621.nities we should require clear evidence before believing it; and such evidence has never been even alleged.
